[Vascular access for hemodialysis].
Reference is made to a personal series of vascular accesses for haemodialysis on 273 patients aged 6 months to 70 yr. During the course of 12 years, 533 operations were performed: 109 cannulations of the saphena, 152 by-pass, 251 arteriovenous fistulae (including 22 on patients under 10 yr of age), and 21 "difficult accesses". An assessment of the advantages and disadvantages of the techniques employed showed that the Cimino-Brescia fistula, combined, if necessary, with transient cannulation, is the soundest access owing to its longer life, lower incidence of complications, and better utilisation of the vascular material available.